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feet of an elephant. Khando and his brother Nilo wero
then children. Their lives were spared, but they were
confined and their property confiscated. They found a
friend in Sambhaji's queen Yesubai. She pitied the orphans7
fallen state. Her prayers induced Sanibhaji to release
them, but Kalasha's malice prevented the return of their
property. The kindly queen supported the children from
her own private purse. Her generosity' effaced from
Khando Ballal's mind the memory of the king's injustice
and his life was spent in the royal service. During the
siege of Goa he saved Sambhaji from drowning, and in
return received his father's office of Ohitnis or private
secretary. Nilo who feared Sambhaji's vindictive temper,
left, as soon as lie could, the court; for Jinji and took
service with Harji Raje Mahadik, u fast friend of Balaji
Avaji.

Ramehanrlra Nilkanth Bavdekar was the Pant Amatya
or finance minister, lie came of a family, who for four
generations had served the house of Bhosle. His great-
grandfather Noropant hud served Maloji. His grandfather
Sono or Sondev Narayan had been left with Jijibai at
Shivner by Shahaji, when he himself went south in the
service of the kin& of Bijapur. Sondev Narayan's two
sons Nilkanth and Abaji had boon the lifelong companions
of Shivaji. In 1644 Nilkanth had distinguished himself
in the captiire of Tala and Gossala and in 1647 Shivnji
had made him his muzumdar or the head of his finances,
To the younger brother Abaji Shivaji had entrusted the
expedition that achieved the capture of KalyanfromMulana
Ahmad. Nilkanth died in 1672 A. D. and on his death
Shivaji promoted his eldest son Naropant to be muzumdar
in his father's place. But the young man's mind turned
rather to the future than the present. Much as the great
king respected him, he could not keep an anchorite as his
finance minister. At his coronation the king transferred
the charge from Naropant to hiB younger brother
Ramchandra* He altered hi** title from Muzumdar to its